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has maximised light and space in Lisa and
Jonathan’s unusual period property in
the heart of East London







hen Lisa O'Hagan and
her husband, Jonathan,
stumnblsd scrass thelrnow
homse inthe heart of Enst
Laondon back in 2008, |t
was the quirky shape and
uncomventional layout
that caught thelr oye.
The coupke wers [ving in
& large flat a few minutes down the rosd and were casually
searching for a property that presented a challenge, at an
affordable price. “We looked arcund o few other aness bt
kept coming back to Hackney. says Lisa. ‘It has avibrant
cammunity with marshlands, canals and the River Lea ashort
walk sway; there's an energy you can't keldp falling in love with!'
This end-of-temrace
property used tobe a
Georglan coach house,
whikch had been comverted
into s large, ground-floor
garage and studio, witha
tworbedroom property
spanning the two loors
above. “We were drawn
o s uncorventional Feel,
and it seemed to offer
maore than the sverage
hioasse, with three different
outside spaces - a cobbled
courtyard, roof terrace and
& hack garden, says Lisa.
“The end -of-terrace plot was
wedge-shaped, narrowing
almost to & paint at the end
af the garden. This gave
the layout a unlgue charm.
Rather than extending, we
saw the potentlal to create
something very 5
The couple bought the
property, and 18 months
later, after discovering they
were pregnant with their
first child, renowvation work
fimally began Living in the
house gove us time ta think
how to make it work best for
us, says Lisa. ‘Jon's good at
designing unconventional
spaoes, and between us, we
came upwith designs that embraced the asymmetrical shape
af the: house” The obyvious thing for the couple to do was to
manve the first-floor kitchen and living rosms downstales,
and reconfigure the upstairs rooms into two more bedrooms,
with a guest and family bathroom on each foor. The large
garage and studio space lent ts=f to being a multifunctional,
apen-plan roams; the cellings were bigh and by openingup
the hallway and the stairs, the room has a real sense of scale.
‘dan and [ love the creative precess and fecling of
achievement we get when we complete tasks without help,”
says Lisa. ‘Our starting point with any praject is deciding if
we niced to pay a contractor, or whether we can do the work
aurselves. Invariably, we end up getting stuck in!’ Over the
next five months, and in the lead-up to the birth of thelr son,
Cillian, Lisa and Jon did the magority of the dirty wok, pulling
dorwn walls, exposing the brickwaork, stripping away interkor
fictings and creating o blank canvas for the new layout.

Animportant part of the couple’s des|gn was to bring
mare light Into the property. With no windows between
thieald garage dears at the front and the back of the house,
downstairs felt dark and oppressive. The front of the house
was opened up, and bespoke floor-to-celling glass and stecd
dosors were feted, which fiood the space with light and ink
to the front courtyard. The industrial feel continses with
& palished heated concrete Boor inthe living area, and
Jon, a skilled carpenter, bulle steps up to the kitchen area,
abang with birch room dividers to define the spaces. "We
kove simple, honest materials and we have tried toapplya
sinple, robust acsthetic toeach area of the bouse, says Lisa,

The couple wanted the kitchen tohave a utilitarian
feel, so Jondesigned a single run of Aeted units made from
thi samse birch ply with chean lines that make the ozt of the
unususal angles in the room.
Terrazzo and cork tiles
on the wall and floor add
warmth and texture, anda
table made from sahaged
roof tinbers completes the
space, says Lisa. lthasa
beautiful, rustic feel, which
contrasts with the simple
paletie of the kdtchen

Upstairs, space has
been taken fram the two top
rooms tomake & modern
bathroom, with a skylight
ard a walk-ln shower. Kooms
have been redecorated ina
relaxed stybe and an office/
wark space has been created
In the old first-floor living
romm for Lisa's vintage
fashion business,
@thehackneywardrobe
‘Luckily, we share avery
simidlar aesthetic and people
often remark thae it's a *very
Lisa and Jonhouse”, which
we toke 25 & compliment.’

The house has been
furnished with furniture and
Eabrics that reflect the pair's
love af naid-century design
ard complensent the sinple,
timeless materials used
throughout the renovation.
‘Most of It Is vintage," says
Liza. 'It's inportant tous that finding furniture for cur
home is am organic process - rather than go out and bay
& neew sofla of @ rug, we likee to find interesting pleces when
we least expect to.” Lisa and Jon heve made design decisions
that embrace the guirky space and have created & functionsl
and charscterful homse. “1t's been hard work, but our unlgue
family banee flls us with pride - we're delighted withit!?”

Right The bottcm fioar
s ceugreed fo be very
opan plan and o atiract
mn much bght mn posskble,
with abatmment Aooréo-
cailirg vimal doan. Tha
pointed concrete floor in
sofmnad wth & psbs rug
thart canires the room.
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Right ard balow
Tha couph
dmigned the
krchen n s
simplent form -
varth sepn lmackng
up o a length of
birch ply cabnats
snd cpan shalkang

ol mada and frited

Right Tha kab=han
waa lang snough
fora big wniege
tabds frem MicCaly
snd Craine Art

E imenicn, with
mismatched wintags
chair The table
vean & grawt fnd
nayn Lina. “Wvia korarw
the marasts wa e
7 that & 'dbring the
krchen o I

Lat Jon haa
rarichasd tha
wmndm in the roam
dreder with the
spndm on the
vy - u lovaly
dumign featurs that
creats contmuty
and womra vammairy
in e ypace

by Jon. The cork
flzer i soemarthing
v cefmibshy
vt saryn Laa
lkewm itn warmith
o msatminable

" i an & matenal
and how cusat & i
underfoot —which
o mpgartant inan

open-plen ipace
Thew terrarza bl
were lnft ower from
the bathroom, and
thars waa pat the
ngtt amcurt
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Haim building work £38,000
Glazing £15000
Buildimg motericl (00000
Comcret floar 7000
Furrisising and frshea C8 D00
Kitchan and fiting 25000
Kitchen oppliances 02 D00
||| Béghreom Eiing and ftinga 04,000
Paimting £1000
Professional feas 5000
i1 Dacking £1000

Builders GB Combruc bon
Cancrete fisars Wesdy's Cancrete
Compary, OT1E 3T43E
woachnconcretscompam: oom
Stwed windows Clemant Window
01438 45393, clamantwndow couk



Laft A resd glam
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‘1 Laft and below &
studmndoffice for Laa's

dothing businesa
& thehsckneywardeobes,

oooupis what was
tha old fromt room.
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Margot one-craver dmk
150, Hahiut

Deaik, barch ply
with harpn e
From Hartleys Direct
Susen poater, Tiny

OFFICE SPACE

Mir style with comfort and procticality when youw re working from home

Zurvwr Bundy peghcarnd, SurfElus Eafe dask lamp
109, Cuckoolend EB195. The Howse Offce

Lottis offce chair, crangs: welet
& chromae, 1129 Cult Fumiture
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